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Denmark, France, Great Britain, Holland, Hungary, Japan, Norway,
Sweden); C. Colocynthis (Linne) Schrader (Geimany, Switzerland,
United States); C. Colocynthis (L.) Schiadex=Cucumis Colocynthis
Lmn. (Italy).
1. Citrullus Colocynthis Schrad. in Linnaea XII (1838)
414; Wight Ic. t. 498.—plate 460.
Monoecious; loot perennial, stems diffuse or creeping, slender,
angled, branched, hirsute or scabrid. Tendrils simple or 2-fid,
slender, hairy. Leaves very variable, 3,8-6.3 by 2.5-5 cm. in the
wild form (larger in the cultivated one), usually deltoid in outline.
pale green above, ashy beneath, scabrid on both surfaces, 5-74obed
or very commonly 3-lobed, the middle lobe the largest, each lobe
deeply pmnatifid or smuate-lobulate, the segments obtuse; petioles
1.3-2.5 cm. (longer in the cultivated form), densely hirsute. Male
flowers: Peduncles 6-13 mm. long, villous. Calyx hairy, campanu-
late, 5 mm. long; teeth lanceolate, 2 mm. long. Corolla 6 mm. long,
pale yellow; segments obovate, apiculate. Female flowers: Ovary
ellipsoid, densely hairy. Fruit globular, slightly depressed, 5-7.5
cm diam., variegated green and white, glabrous when ripe, filled
with a dry spongy very bitter pulp; epicarp thin. Seeds 4-6 nun*
long, pale brown.
Distribution     Throughout India and Ceylon,   both   wild   and   cultivated.   Also in-
digenous in Arabia, W  Asia, N   and tropical Africa and in the Mediterranean region
The fruit is bitter, pungent; cooling, purgative, anthelmintic,
antipyretic, carminative; cures tumours, ascites, "kapha*5, leuco-
derma, ulcers, asthma, bronchitis, urinary discharges, jaundice,
enlargement of the spleen, tuberculous glands of the neck, dyspepsia,
constipation, anaemias, throat diseases, elephantiasis; useful in
abnormal presentations of the fcetus and in atrophy of the fetus.—
In addition to the above properties the root has a beneficial action
in inflammation of the breasts, pam in the joints; externally it is
used in ophthalmia and in uterine pains (Ayurveda).
The properties are the same as those of Trichosanthes palma£a
(Yunani).
In the Konkan, the fruit and root, with or without nux-vomica,

